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NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
PLAYER ELIGIBILITY RULES

Updated 18 April 2011
LOCAL PLAYER ELIGIBILITY:

1.
A player may choose to be a member of the club of his/her choice irrespective of where he/she resides.

2.
A player may only belong to one club at one time.

3.
A player is registered with the Association to which his/her club is affiliated.

4.
A player is eligible to represent the Association in which they are registered and the Region to which their Association is affiliated.

5.
If a player shifts to another Association to play club hockey then an "Association to Association Player Transfer Form" must be completed.  A copy can be obtained from the Tournament Manual section of the Hockey New Zealand website. 

6.
A player wishing to play in the NHL as a local player must be a registered player for an Association team and have played at least ten weeks and a minimum of 10 matches of official club competition in that Association immediately prior to commencement of the NHL. Dispensation for injury, medical or other reasons must be approved by the Hockey New Zealand Chief Executive.

Non NZ Citizens playing in the NHL as local players will need to obtain a ‘No Objection Certificate’ from their National Association, in accordance with FIH Regulations for sanctioned events. This needs to be provided to HNZ by Friday 1st July 2011.
7.
A player returning to NZ from overseas is eligible to play as a local player in the NHL for the NZ Region they were last affiliated to. The player must be a NZ Citizen (NZ permanent resident or passport holder) and must not have represented another country at U-21 or senior international level.  They are not required to have played at least ten weeks of official club competition in that Region immediately prior to commencement of the NHL.

8.
If an NHL player moves to another Association for educational or vocational reasons and cannot fulfill the criteria set out in Rule No. 6, then the player may apply to the Hockey New Zealand Chief Executive for dispensation.

9.
If an NHL player moves to a new Region during the current season and still wishes to play for their old Region then that player must not play club hockey in the new Region before or during the NHL competition.  The player may participate at practices at a club in their new Region (providing the club and coach agree) before and during the NHL competition.

10.
A Player’s ‘Region of Origin’ is defined as the Association or Region that a player first represented at a Hockey New Zealand national tournament (NHL, National Senior, Under 21, Under 18, Under 15 or Hatch Cup/Collier Trophy).

a) A player is eligible to play for their ‘Region of Origin’ provided they fulfil the following criteria:

i) Do not have any outstanding debts with their current Association or a club within their current Association

ii) Do not have any current or pending disciplinary action against them in process.

b) There are no restrictions on the number of ‘Region of Origin’ players in an NHL team.

c) ‘Region of Origin’ transfer forms will be required to be signed by the player and the two Regions concerned.

11. 
Players named in the current year’s National Squad will be required to play for their Region of Origin. 

i) Exception: A National Squad Member can appeal to the Hockey New Zealand High Performance Manager if they have valid reasons as to why they should not play for their Region of Origin.

ii) Where a National Squad Member has been living in an Association and been actively playing in that Association’s club competition for a minimum of 5 consecutive years they can apply to change their ‘Region of Origin’ to their current ‘Registered Region’ by submitting an application to Hockey New Zealand. Once changed the ‘Registered Region’ becomes for all intents and purposes the National Squad Members ‘Region of Origin’
iii) Dispensation for special circumstances (e.g. two or more goalkeepers in one region) will also be considered by the Hockey New Zealand High Performance Manager on a case by case basis.

N.B. National Squads of approximately 25 players are to be named by the National Coaches annually.

12.
A player may only represent one Region in any given year, except in extenuating circumstances which have to be approved by the CEO of Hockey New Zealand. 

N.B. Players who represent a Region in the Under 21 Tournament but are not selected for that same Region for the NHL are eligible to be selected as Guest Players if they meet the NHL Guest Player Rules; or a Region of Origin player as per rule 10 above.

GUEST PLAYER ELIGIBILITY:

Both Local and International Guest Players are permitted for the NHL.  Guest Players are covered under a separate rules document – please see the “NHL Guest Player Rules”.
SUMMARY

To play for a Region in the NHL a player must:

A) Be a financial member of a club affiliated to that Association/Region. 

OR

B) Be approved by Hockey New Zealand as a “Guest Player” or “Region of Origin Player” for that Region.

TEAM REGISTRATION
*Please see NHL Competition and Guest Player Rules

SPECIAL DISPENSATION & SIGNIFICANT INJURY
*Please see NHL Competition Rules
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