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NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
GUEST PLAYER RULES 
May 2011
A "Local Guest Player" is a player who has permission from the NZ Region where they are registered (and have played at least 10 weeks and a minimum of 10 matches of official club competition in their Association), to play for another NZ Region in the NHL competition.  

An “International Guest Player” is a non NZ Citizen who has permission from the National Hockey Association where they are registered (Overseas), to play for a NZ Region in the NHL competition.  

1.
Guest Players may be used in the NHL competition. The number of guest players shall be finalised by Hockey NZ each year.
2.
2.1
i)
Associations are required to name initial squads by Tuesday 7th June 2011.  Initial squads must be a minimum of 12 players and a maximum of 18.  These can be “local” or “Region of Origin” players and any confirmed “international guest” players.
These initial squads will be forwarded to all Regions and published on the HNZ website to allow for potential Guest Players to be trialed.  




All players not named in the initial squads will be eligible as 



Guest Players.
ii)
Associations may use up to 6 Guest Players of which 2 may be International Guest Players. 
iii)
Associations are required to confirm the final squad of 18 by Friday 1st July 2011.

The final squads include the initial squads named on 7th June and if applicable up to 6 Guest Players (2 of which may be International Guest Players).

Final team lists must be submitted electronically on the NHL Master Team Registration form.

*The “NHL Master Team Registration form” is available from the NHL Association Manual or on the Hockey New Zealand website under ‘Events & Tournaments’ – ‘NHL’.

2.2
A team will have 3 points deducted from their NHL competition points total if they do not adhere to Rule No. 2.1 i), ii), iii)

3.
Associations not participating in the NHL competition are encouraged to 
contact NHL Regions to advise of suitable players who are available as Guests Players.  This is to ensure the best players in New Zealand are participating in the NHL.
4.
4.1
In order to register a Guest Player for use in the NHL competition a Guest Player Agreement form must be completed.  


Hockey New Zealand will provide a Guest Player Agreement form.  
*The “NHL Guest Player Agreement form” is available from the NHL Association Manual or on the Hockey New Zealand website under ‘Events & Tournaments’ – ‘NHL’.

The Guest Player Agreement form must be signed by the player’s registered Region Executive and the player and the Executive of the Region wishing to use the player as a Guest Player.
The completed Guest Player Agreement form must be received at the Hockey NZ office by Friday 1st July 2011.
4.2
An Association may withhold giving permission for a player to become a Guest Player Agreement for any of the following reasons:

i)
The player did not make themselves available for the Region where they are registered.

ii)
The player is unfinancial to a club within their Association or to the Association or Region.

iii)
The player has been suspended from hockey due to current or pending disciplinary reasons.

4.3
The player’s Region cannot withhold signing a Guest Player Agreement if none of the conditions set out in rule 4.2 are applicable to the player.
4.4
International Guest Player’s must obtain a ‘No Objection Certificate’ from their National Association as per FIH Regulations for sanctioned events. No Objection Certificates replace the International Guest Player Agreement form, and must be received at the Hockey NZ office by Friday 1st July 2011.
5.
Negotiations between Regions and Guest Players are between the parties involved.  Hockey New Zealand will not participate in any negotiations.  

The player has the right to decline to play for a Region.
7.
Teams may register Guest Players after 1st July 2011 due to significant injury (*please see NHL Competition Rules).  To register Guest Players after 1st July 2011 due to unforeseen circumstances, a dispensation request must be made to the Hockey NZ Tournament and Events Manager.






NHL Association Manual
4 May 2011
6.3
Page 1 of 2

