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NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
USING INELIGIBLE PLAYERS
July 2006
If during the NHL it is discovered that a team has a player who does not comply with the Player Eligibility or Guest Player Rules, Hockey NZ will act as outlined in the following:

IF THE DISCOVERY HAPPENS:
1.
Before the First Match is Played

The ineligible player(s) concerned are not to play for the team during the NHL.

2.
During the Round Robin or Before Play-Off Matches Start
2.1.
The team using the ineligible player(s) will be regarded as defaulting all matches in which the ineligible player(s) was used.  
*Please see NHL Competition Rules – Page 10, Rule 37

2.2.
The points table shall be corrected accordingly.  

2.3.
The team must continue to play in the NHL and the ineligible player(s) must be replaced with an eligible player(s) within the confines of the NHL Eligible Player and Guest Player Rules.

3.
During the Play-Off Matches or Before Finals Matches Start
3.1. The team using the ineligible player(s) will have all Round Robin points removed and will be regarded as placing last (8th) in the Round Robin competition.  

3.2.
The opposing team will be awarded the win for the Play-Off match. 

3.3.
If the team using the ineligible player(s) played in a Semi-Final:
* The opposing team will be awarded the win for the Semi-Final match.
*The highest ranked winner in the 5 v 8 and 6 v 7 matches, according to the Round Robin points table will be elevated to the 3rd/4th Final match.

*The lowest ranked loser in the 5 v 8 and 6 v 7 matches, according to the Round Robin points table will be scheduled to play the 7th/8th Final match.

*The two remaining teams from the 5 v 8 and 6 v 7 matches will be scheduled to play the 5th/6th Final match.


3.4.
If the team using the ineligible player(s) played in the 5 – 8 Play-Off 

matches:

*The team using the ineligible player(s) will be regarding as losing 
the match.
3.5. The team using the ineligible player(s) must play in the 7th and 8th Final match.

If the team has used more than one ineligible player and are unable to 
field a team of 12 players they will be regarded as defaulting the match 
and will be placed last in the NHL. 

4.
After the Final Matches

The team using the ineligible player/s will be placed last and the final placings 
adjusted accordingly.
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