South Island Regional Forum Meeting Minutes 

Phone Conference of 14 December 2009 from 7.30pm

Present: Carleen James (Buller), Sandra Stuart (Central Otago), Pauline Weir (Eastern Southland & HNZ Youth Council), Margaret Dickie (Eastern Southland), Jenny Hair (Marlborough), David Bennett (Mid Canterbury), Julie Cunningham (North Otago), Chris Auburn (Otago), Colleen Hardacre (South Canterbury), Andrew Brydon (HNZ Youth Council) & Tim Shannahan (Canterbury)
Apologies: Jacqui Ingle (Malvern), Don Neale (West Coast) & Hilary Stubbs (HNZ Youth Council)

Welcome:
Tim Shannahan welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Hockey New Zealand AGM Remits & Recommendations:
Update provided that all of the recommendations from the South Island Regional Forum submitted to the Hockey New Zealand AGM were supported by the hockey community and it is now wait for Hockey Hew Zealand to respond with the desired actions to address each recommendation.

2010 South Island Tournament Allocations

Following discussion, the tournament allocation, as reflected in the attached calendar as an appendix to these minutes, were confirmed.

Points raised during the discussion for future reference were:

· Under 15 & 18 Preparation Matches – in future years it is considered preferable to rotate the hosting of the one day of matches played in the southern associations, with Otago, North Otago, Central Otago and Eastern Southland all possible hosts.  Otago should host at least two of the four age/gender groups, leaving one or two to be rotated amongst the other associations identified.

· Under 15 Development Festival – it was agreed that no decision would be made on this event until associations had a clearer idea of playing numbers and whether it was at the Under 15 level that this event was required, to continue to cater for players coming out of Primary hockey, or Under 16, to cater for players moving from Under 15 to Under 18.
· Festival of Hockey – concerns were raised regarding how competitive the Festival had become.  This event had lost many of the virtues by which it had been established with the introduction of trophies, a structured draw that resulted in a final and playoffs for finishing positions and a general attitude that winning is the priority over an enjoyable experience.  The general consensus of the meeting was that there would be a preference to move back to the structure that had been intended when the Festival was first established.  However, further research would be conducted, including identification of the source of the trophies and how offended the provider of these would be if they were retired.

· Year 5 & 6 Festival of Hockey – agreed to follow HNZ guidelines and establish this as a 8-a-side event, using boards on the sidelines so the ball does not go out of play.  As Canterbury has boards, agreed to play in Christchurch in the first year and gauge future beyond 2010 based on interest.

Length of National Primary Tournaments:

A discussion was held as to whether the length of the national Primary tournaments (Hatch & Collier) are too long, with too much down time for players.  It was recognised that the current structure meets the requirements of the Hockey New Zealand tournament policy with regard to minimum breaks between matches for each team.  However, it was questioned if this policy should apply at this level.  It was agreed that further discussion should be held and if agreed that a recommendation should be forwarded to the HNZ AGM in March to recommend reducing these tournaments to only six days.
Representative Coaches & Managers Contact Details:

It was requested that all associations provide contact details for all representative coaches and managers to a centralized listing that could be made available to all associations and their representative coaches and managers to facilitate the process of direct contact between teams to arrange practice matches, etc..  Canterbury agreed to coordinate this process.
Future Meetings: 

It was agreed that the date and means of the next meeting would be established once dates for submitting remits and recommendations to the HNZ AGM in March were known.

It was also identified that the HNZ Administrators Conference or the HNZ AGM may be utilised moving forward as the option for an annual face-to-face meeting, rather than try to have associations travel within the South Island.

