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Province of Origin Ruling
Background

At the 2005 Annual General Meeting of the New Zealand Hockey Federation a recommendation from Marlborough proposed a ‘Province of Origin’ concept which would allow a player to play representative hockey for their ‘Province of Origin’ if they were not selected by their current association.  This recommendation was supported by delegates at that meeting and was to be included in all Hockey New Zealand tournaments.
This recommendation was provided to a Tournament Review Committee in 2006 to comment on.  The Review Committee’s presentation at the 2006 Annual General Meeting of the New Zealand Hockey Federation supported the ‘Province of Origin’ concept.

Ruling
· A player’s ‘Province of Origin’ is defined as the Association that a player FIRST represented at a Hockey New Zealand national tournament (NHL, National Senior Tournament, Under 21, Under 18, Under 15 or Hatch Cup/Collier Trophy).

· A player is eligible to play for their ‘Province of Origin’ provided they fulfill the following criteria:
· Made themselves available for selection into their current association representative team but was not required by that association
· Do not have any outstanding debts with their current Association or a club within their current Association

· Do not have any current or pending disciplinary action against them in process. 
· The ‘Province of Origin’ ruling is in addition to any other eligibility rulings.  i.e. ‘Province of Origin’ players will not be counted as one of the ‘Guest Players’. 

· There are no restrictions on the number of ‘Province of Origin’ players in a team.

· ‘Province of Origin’ transfer forms will be required to be signed by the player and the two associations concerned.  (A copy is attached and can also be downloaded from the Hockey NZ website).
