Name: Karen Bennett 

Association: Canterbury
Previous Associations: Mid Canterbury and Otago
Playing Career:  
I started playing hockey for Wakanui Hockey Club in Mid Canterbury at age 5 and played mixed hockey up until I made the Collier Trophy team. It was at this time I joined Hampstead Club. I had two seasons playing for Owaka Club in Dunedin when I was studying.  I currently play for Avon in Christchurch.  I have also played representative hockey including Mid Canterbury Collier, U15, U18, Ashburton College XI, Mid Canterbury Senior Womens, South Island Women’s
Umpiring Career: 
I first started umpiring in 1997 (age 14) as a junior club umpire in Mid Canterbury.  In 1998 (age 15) I umpired at my first tournament Festival of Hockey – South Island Primary B (Christchurch).  It wasn’t until 2003 that I umpired at my first NZ tournament this was the National U15 Girls in Napier.

Tournament Career:

2004 National U18 Girls 

2005 National U21, U18 Girls, 

2006 National U21, National Hockey League

2007 National Hockey League, National Women’s

2008 National U21, National Hockey League 

Higher Honours:
2005 U18 Girls Tiger Turf New Zealand Vs Queensland

2007 Reserve Umpire New Zealand Vs Australia Series (Dunedin & Omaru)

2008 New Zealand Vs Ireland (Wellington), China Vs Ireland (Wellington)
2008 International Four Nations Tournament (Beijing)

Grading:

NZ Level 3

Other Information:

I get called KB or Kaz more commonly than Karen.  I work for Sport Canterbury as an Active School Facilitator in Christchurch which is loads of fun.  I am a qualified primary school teacher, coach a secondary school hockey team, play futsal and social netball with my work buddies.  Also I have a pet dog called Maddie – she is a miniature Schnauzer..and so cute!
