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Name: Melanie Oakden
Association: Northland
Playing Career:  

I started playing hockey when I was five years old.  I have played most of my club hockey in Northland, except for an 18 month stint in Shanghai, China when I lived there from age 13yrs – 16yrs.  I played age group rep hockey for Northland through to U18’s and I currently play in the premier women’s league in Northland. 
Umpiring Career: 

I first started umpiring in 1998 - junior club games in Northland.  My first tournament was Federation Cup in Dunedin in 1999.  

My NZ tournament career includes; one Under 15, two Under 18’s, three Under 21’s, one National Women’s, some secondary school tournaments and to date six National Tournaments / NHL.

On the international front I got my international grading in 2007 and received my first FIH appointment in June 2008 to umpire at the Celtic Cup in Edinburgh, Scotland.

Grading:

FIH International Grade 2
Other info:

I am married to Brendan & work as an Agribusiness Consultant for Westpac Bank.  You may from time to time hear people refer to me as ‘Bones’ due to my huge stature!  I personally prefer Mel : ) 
